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Sex Crimes in the US

Sexual criminality ranges from misdemeanors such as sexual
harassment to extreme felonies such as rape.

Major public health issue, with potentially more pervasive
consequences in the workplace.

The US Common Law penalizes many forms of sexual violence.
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And yet sexual crimes are still widely prevalent.
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Imperfect Monitoring, Shaky Empirics

Law enforcement agencies imperfectly monitor sex crimes.

Survey evidence suggests many crimes go unreported to the police.
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Consequences for public policy research
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The Me Too Movement

October 2017: In the wake of the Weinstein affair, Alyssa Milano
tweets #MeToo.

Over the next months, millions of women protest against sexual
harassment and sexual assault on social media.

The movement explicitly aimed at:
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Preview of Results

Ho0booommoo
- (00000 OoobO0ooot [0 Oooo Doonooooban

1. Treatment only impacts crime rates or reporting behaviors.
2. No lagged reporting

- 00000 00 DOooooot [0 [bobeo 0boooooo O0 000 10000 Deoooiono o
10000000 DEooDoiooon

0oomoo

- 0000000 0o 00 [000oooo [0 booOomor booeonoo
- DOIbCO00 00 O DO0oooooo 00000



Related Literature
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Plan

Police Data



Data

Incident-level police records for five US cities:
New York, Los Angeles, Austin, Nashville, Cincinnati

Unbalanced panel from 2003 to 2020

Some relevant variables: socio-demographic characteristics of
victims and offenders, granular crime categories.

Importantly, both the date of the incident and the date of its report
to the police are recorded.

T Let us first understand the specifics of police data and their
implications.



aBKTH2 1+QMQK2i B+ a2imT

"2b2 "+?2° rBb?2biQ bb2bb i?2 BKTQMQ7 i’
222+iBp2 ¥{BKRbQMHV Q#b2 p2b "2TQ i2/ + ' BK
i= ot 1-i+"i URV

"mi b? "2 Q7 + BK2b Bb M2p2° "2TQ i2/iQ i?2"
.2MQJ27?2 + BK2 "2TQ iBM; * i2X

"2HH2;Q M/ . Qm '/ UkyRNV bm;;2bi,
TO%= o0t 1.+ UkvVv

I A7 M/* "2 +Q "2H i2/iQ .- +QM+HmMbBQMb rB

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



*QKKQM bbmKTiBQMb M/ qQ F@ 'Q

6 HH r2 TQbb2bb Q7 bi iBbiB+b Q7 + BK2 M/ KBb

miBHBiv i HH B7 r2 /B/ MQii +BiHv bbmK2 i? ii?

"2H iBQMDb?BT #2ir22M Qz2Mb2b FMQrM M/ /D

MMFMQrM bmK Q7 Qz2Mb2b +QKKBii2/]
U/QHT?2 Zm i2H2iV

*QKKQMHYVY K /2 bb2B{T2BQQ, * Bb Q i?Q;QM H

aQK2 bim/B2b rQ F rBi? T'Qtvp "B #H2b iQ BM7
U2X;X :QQ;H2 i"2M/b- 2K2 ;2M+v "2+Q /b- Qi??2

aQK2 bim/B2b rQ F rBi? pB+iBKBx iBQM bm p2\
bm#D2+i iQ r2HH@/Q+mK2Mi2/ #B b2bX

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



G ;;2/ _2TQ iBM;

LQ TT Q +?i F2b BMiQ ++QmMii?2 2tBbi2M+?2

u2i bBx #H2 b? 2 Q7 + BK2b Bb "2TQ'i2/ rBi?
/ i2 Q7 i?2 BM+B/2MiX

AMKvV /i, eeWQ7b2tm H+ BK2b M/ R8W Q7 N
H ;;2/ "2TQ ibX

M //BiBQM H T Q#H2K Q" ? M/vbQHmMIiBQM\

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



G ;;2/ _2TQ iBM;

.2MQi2 M/, "2bT2+iBp2Hv i?2 }'bi M/ H bi+ H2
+QHH2+iBQMX iR pB+TRKBQH?Q Qb2 iQ "2TQ i i
i?72 TQHB+2 Q  iQ #bi BMYB)XT Q# #BHBiv

Ai7rBb i?22 Q7 i?2 BNURB/;2MLA" _aV,

X i X i
_iF= SE)*i= o+ 1.it"i ujv

A7BDb i?22 Q7 i?2 "B2R:X I*_V,

X
_pHeprE= ot 1.it " uov

B[ 1; 2]

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



M1t KTH?2

6B;ma2tm H* BK2b @ . i2 Q7 i?2 AM+B/2Mi UL

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



M1t KTH?2

6B:ma2tm H * BK2b @ . i2 Q7 i?2 _2TQ i ULu*\

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



SH M

1KTB B+ H ai’

i2:v

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX
XX X XXXX XXXX XXXX X

X
X

X
X

XX



S'2HBKBM "v 1pB/2M+2 M/ AMimBiB

6B;m 2,;2;i2>x "/ Q7 a2tm H* BK2 _2TQ ib ULu

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X XX XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XXX



JOQ/2HBM; J2hQQob AKT +i

S'Q# #BHBiv Q7 F2 FQBiM+ BKB#D/MYBiBQM H
MQi? pBM; "2TQ i2/ Bi #27Q" 2,
TA)= —P— ugV
*i p1 —iD
AiBbMim  HiQi?BMF Q7 i?2J2hQQ Qmi# 2 F
HH T Q# #BHBiIB2b bm+? i? i,

{HEJ2hQQ1+) TR UeV

"mi*; Bb URV mMMQ#b2 p2/ M/ UKV TQi2MiB HHvV
U2X:;X +QKTQDbBIiBQM 2z2+ibVXXX

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



aBKTH2 aQHmiBQM

J2i?Q/

R%Q' bT2+B}2/ ®-IT;2bb
1t KTH230- = 3
8y + BK2b "2TQ'i2/ BM H2bb i? Mjy/ vb 7Q T2
I Ryy + BK2b +QKKBii2/ BMiQi HBM T2 'BQ/ i

kX6Q+mb QM + ' BK2b r?B+? Q++m "2/ #27Q 2 J2h(

bbmKTiBQMb
_2TQ iBM; #2? pBQ b r2 2 bi #H2 BM i?2 T°2@i

aQK2 /2;°22 Q7 T°QTQiBQM H? x /b Bb "2[mB
@Ti;J2hQR

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



" hb2HBM2 aT2+B}+ iBQM

AKQ/2H i?2 72 x I bm+?2i? i,

1AL s WH) = 3(F 2tTi+ s+ "wh) udv

F4iBK2@iQ@ 2TQ iiQ i?2 TQHB+2
i4/i2Q7i?2 BM+B/2Mi

s 4iBK2@BMp ‘B Mi pB+iBK +? > +i2 BbiB+b
WUFV 4 p2+iQ Q7 iBK2@p "VBM; +Qp "B i2b UB
24 mMbT2+B}2/ # b2HBM2 ? x / U*Qt- RNdkV

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



SH M

.B/i?2 2TQ iBM; _

i2 AM+ 2 b2\

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X
X XX XXXX XXXX XXXX X X



J BM 2bmHib

h #H22 hQQ 1z2+i QM _2TQ iBM; "2? pBQ'b

.2T2M/2Mip "B #H2, hBK2@iQ@ _2TQ'iiQ i?2 SQHB+2

h1 S> h2bi S2'bBbi2M+2 mbiBM L b?pBHH2 *BM+BMM iB GQb N
URV UkVv ujv uov usv UeV udv u3v
J2 hQQ yX9yj yXjNe yXk3k yXyke yXR8d yXdeXj38 yX8R9
UyXyeNV UyXyeeV UyXyeRV UyXkR8V Uy XyMEBW Uy XRKEYe V
J2hQQ Uj KQMi?bV yXkje
UyXy3jVv
J2hQQ Ue KQMi?bV yXykN
UyXydjVv
J2hQQ PH/* BK2 yXy8R
UyXydNV
S2°BQ/ 6Bt2/ 1z2ukth u2b u2b u2b u2b u2b u2b u2b
*Bivai' i u2b u2b u2b LQ LQ LQ LQ LQ
ai i.i2 kyRe kyRe kyRy kyRe kyRe kyRe kyRe kyRe
iM/ .2 KyRN  kyRN KyRN  kyRN kyRN KyRN KyRN KyRN
P#b2'p iBQMb kk-d8N NN-y3k RR3-dyj 9-yyR R-PRB8NRR-Ry9 9-e3R

LQi2*Qt "2; ' 2bbBQM "2bmHibX 1biBK i2b "2 /BbTH v2/ QM i?2
KyYyXRckyXy8ckKyXyR

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X X



J BM 2bmHib

P2 1202 iK2Mi 2z2+i>Q% y/X9iBD+QJ1 5

AMi2 T 2i6iBQM,;Bp2M T2 'BQ/ F- i?2 T°Q# #BH
FBK2iQ i?2 TQHB+2 +QM/BiBQM H QM MQi ? p
BM+"2 b2b #v 8yW 7i2° J2 hQQXd

LQ 2pB/2M+2 Q7 bi'QM:2  2z2+i7Q T bi b2tm

h?2 2z2+iBM+ 2 b2b BM i?2 }"bi KQMi?b M/ i?zZ
i?72 7TQHHQrBM; v2 X

ai’QM; i"2 iIK2Mi ?22i2°Q;2M2Biv #2ir22M +BiB2l
/i [m HBiv Bbbm2b\V

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



" +F Q7 i?2 1Mp2HQT2 * H+mH iBQM|

'Bp2M i?2 *Qt KQ/2H-r2 2 p2
dRJ2hQe 4/ ) usv
AFRBK dF)=50W- i?2WBK &FHiJ2hQQ35W
| R8W //BiBQM H pB+iBKb rQmH/}H2 +QKTH BI
AFBK dF)=90W- i?2WBK 4 FiJ2hQQ85W

I 8W //BiBQM H pB+iBKb rQmH/}H2 +QKTH BM

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



SH M

qgbh?22°2

L2127 72Mi 1z2+i0)\

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X
X XX XXXX XXXX XXXX X X



PM+2JQ '2- 2TQ'i2/ *"BK2 Ab GBF2}

6B;m.B,;2+i pbX G ;;2/ _2TQ ib ULu*V

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X XX XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X



aim/vBFQ 12/ 1z2+iBp2 * BK?2

2+ HHi? i,
= WjiJ2hQQ= Aj)A+) ¥ UNV
A 2b+ H2 HH /B 2+i TQHB+2 "2TQ'ib i +QMb

TaE gry o c W URyV

A+ M MQrbim/vp "B iBQMb BM 2z2+iBp2 + BK:

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



lp2Mi@aim/v aT2+B}+ iBQM

HQ@:)= + JQMi® *Biv . *Bivi+ J2hQ©"; URRV

Ti+4 b2tm H+ BK2bBM T2 'BQ/i i +QRbI Mi 2
J2hQ@ /mKKv 7Q" i?2i°2 iK2Mi T2 'BQ/

Kk 4 KQMi? }t2/ 2z2+ib

+4 +Biv }t2/ 2z2+ib

A+QMi"QH 7Q  /Bz2'2MiB HHBM2 " iBK2 i'2M/l
"142°7Q i2°K

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



J BM 2bmHib

h #H22 hQQ 1z2+i QM _2TQ i2/ pbX 1z2+iBp2 a2tm

.2T2M/2Mip "B #H2, JQMi?Hv a2tm H *'BK2 ai iBbiB+b UBM HQ;bV

B 2+i B 2+i hQi H hQi H  *Q '2+i2/ *Q  2+i2/
URV UkVv ujv uov usv UeV
J2 hQQ @yXy9] @yXy33 @yXyyN @yXRR3 @yX99e @yXRjj
UyXy99V UyXyN9V UyXykNV UyXy8NV UyXy9dV UyXyNdV
J2hQQ *BM+BMM iB yXyoN yXkjo @yXdNk
UyXRjoVv UyXy38V UyXRj3V
J2hQQ GQb M;2H2b yXR9j yXyN8 @yXkys
UyXRjjV UyXy39V UyXRjdV
J2hQQ L b?pBHH2 @yXkyk @yXkyy @yXjNy
UyXRONV UyXyNoV UyXR8jV
J2hQQ L2ruQ'F YyXR8R yXjR8 @yXkR3
UyXRjjVv UyXy39V UyXRjdV
JQMi? 6Bt2/ 1z2+ibu2b u2b u2b u2b u2b u2b
*Biv 6Bt2/ 1z2+ib u2b u2b u2b u2b u2b u2b
GBM2 " hBK2 h*2M/u2b u2b u2b u2b u2b u2b
P#b2'p iBQMb 89e 89e 898 898 89e 89e
2 yX3dN yX33y yXN9e YyXN8y yX3dN yX33d
/Dmbi2/ _ yX3d9  yx3d8 yXN99 yXN93 yX3d9  yX33k
_2bB/m H ai/X 1°"@XkN9  yXkNj yXRNR yXR38 yXjRR  yXjyk

6ai iBbiB+ R3yXNjN R8jXRNO 9jNX9ee jNOX83N R3RX989 RejX9kd

LQi2,2bmHib 7°QK M 2p2Mi bim/v 7Q" /B 2+i "2TQ ib Q7 BM+B.

#2ir22M C Mm v kyRy M/ aXTy X RGRRIXY,B LK YXXRux xxxx x x xx »
XX

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X X




SH M

.Bb+mbbBQM

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX
XX X XXXX XXXX XXXX X

X
X

X
X

XX



>Qra?QmH/ g2 AMi2 T 2i h?2b2 2bn

Gr B bvbi2K Q7 mH2bi? i "2 +°2 i2/i?2°"Qm;?
BMbiBimiBQMb iQ "2;mH i2 #2? pBQ 06X

"miH T r2M7Q +2K2Mi ;2M+B2b BKT2 72+iHv K(
aQK2 "2K BM mMTmMBb?2/ M/ T2 bBbi Qp2" iB

aQ+B H T Qi2bi KQp2K2Mib K vi'viQ #°2 +? i?:
MQ Kb@# b2/ BMi2 p2MiBQMb U"2M #Qm hB (

ii2KTiiQ 2M7Q +2 M2r bQ+B H MQ K UBX2X /

| 1KTB B+ H 2pB/2M+2i? i MQ ' Kb@# b2/ BMi2 p
i b?B7iBM;: bQ+B H MQ KbX

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



aQK2 GBKBi iBQMb

h?2 M HvbBb Q7 i?2 /2i2 "2Mi 2z2+i Bb M 2ti°
22 pBHV /2T2M/b QM i?2 /m" iBQM KQ/2H6b bb
T°QTQ'iBQM H ? x “/bX

A+ MMQi KQMBIiQ  r?2i?2 T2QTH2 +? M:2/i?2
+ BK2 Qp2  iBK2X

A7 bQK2 TH BMiBzb "2TQ i BM TT QT B i2 v2i F
72HQMB2b- i?Bb rQmH/ H2 /iQ M mTr '/ #B b B
#2?2 pBQ bXXX

M/ +QMb2[m2MiHvViIiQ M mTr '/ #B b QM i?2 J2
[2i2°°2Mi 2z2+iX

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



SH M

*QM+HmMbBQM

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX
XX X XXXX XXXX XXXX X

X
X

X
X

XX



E2vh F2@ r vb

~2b2 "+?2°bb?QmH/ #2 + miBQmb r?2M rQ FBM
mM/2 @ 2TQ iBM; M/ H ;;2/ 2TQ iBM; K v H2 |
+Q "2H iBQMbX

G ;;2/°2TQ'ib Qz2° M BMimBiBp2 B/2MiB}+ iB(
pB+iBK M/ Qz2M/2 #2? pBQ'b 7' QK TQHB+2 "

h?2J2hQQ KQp2K2Mi ? b H2/iQ K Mv +QMi Qp=
bmTTQb2/ ~rb M/ K2 BibXXX

AT QpB/2 2KTB'B+ H 2pB/2M+2 i? i Bi HBF2HvVv

AM+ 2 b2/ pB+iBK "2TQ iBM; Q7 b2tm H + BK2b
>/ [2i2°°2Mi 2z2+i QM b2tm H Qz2M/2 b

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



h?2 AKT +i Q7 0J2hQQ QM a2tm |

2K BM: mi?B2°
* lah @ 1+QH2 SQHvViI2+?MB[m2

a2Ti2K#2" kj- kyky

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX x



OJ2hQQ BM i?2 IMBi2/ ai i2b

6B:mO2J2hQQ hr22ib BM i?2 IMBi2/ ai i2b

6B;m 2,

aQm +@Ai?Q 6b QrM + H+mH iBQMbX h?2 MmK#2" (
i?72 BMp2'b2 Q7 i?2 HB||2H‘I’X2MQX|XXX|XBQM i:i:zx

XXX XX XX XXXX



L*oa @ 1biBK i2b

6B;mo02,B iBQMb BM *"BK2 M/ _2TQ'iBM; _ i2b U

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X XX XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XXX



Sb2m/Q@> x [/ USH +2#Q . i2V

6B;mSb2m/Q > x '/ Q7 a2tm H *" BK2 _2TQ ib @ SH +2

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X XX XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XXX



2, 12>x ULQM@b2tm H * BK2b

6B;m™2,2;i2>x "/ Q7LQM a2tm H* BK2 _2TQ ib |

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X XX XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XXX



;212> x "/ J H2 > bbK2Mib

6B;m 2,2, i2>x [/ Q7J H2> " bbK2Mib ULu*V

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX
X XX XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XXX



SQHB+2 . i bam pBp H M HvbBbD

6B;m "2,;2; i2>x "/ Q7 a2tm H* BK2 _2TQ ib ULu

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X XX XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XXX



PH/ Q" _2+2Mi * BK2Db\

6B;ma2tm H* BK2 _2TQ ib"v.m" iBQM M/ u2 " U

X X X XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XX X
X XX XXXX XXXX XXXX X X XXX






	Introduction
	Police Data
	Empirical Strategy
	Did the Reporting Rate Increase?
	Was There a Deterrent Effect?
	Discussion
	Conclusion
	Appendix

